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On Thursday January 16th, June Cook and I attended a California Women’s Policy Summit. It 
was the second time that this summit was held in Sacramento at the Convention Center. 
There were over 500 women from all sorts of organizations whose primary reason for 
existence is the health and well being of WOMEN! Most interesting to both of us was the 
makeup of the audience and the speakers. The majority of them were in their 20’s to 40’s. 
The opening speaker and moderator was our Secretary of Health and Human Services in 
CA. She talked about implementing health care reform by mobilizing women’s networks. On 
her panel were a member of Child Action, Inc, California WIC Association, California 
Partnership to End Domestic Violence, Sisters with Options: Black Women for Wellness, and 

Vision y Compromiso: a Latino group. They all talked about how their organizations were trying to meet the 
needs of women in their communities.  
 
Workshops were offered: Women, Poverty & Economic Empowerment was the one June attended. They had 
speakers from a Legislative Advocate from Western Center on Law and Poverty, a Domestic Workers 
Coalition, Women’s Foundation of CA and from the CA Community College Cal WORKs Association. June 
found the speakers were quite interesting and well informed in their fields. Finding an answer to this problem is 
more than difficult with our Congress at a standstill on spending for the poor. I attended a workshop on Health 
Disparities: Race, Ethnicity and Gender. There were speakers from each ethnic group, including the 
Sacramento Native American Health Center. This panel spotlighted a critical conversation on how each group 
can more consistently and rigorously assess the implications of race, ethnicity and gender in the important 
health work that is underway. 
 
At lunch we heard from Senator Hannah Beth Jackson who talked about women in office.  She introduced 
Sandra Fluke, an Attorney and Social Justice Advocate who talked about a vision for California’s future in 
regards reproductive rights, freedom and Justice. 
 
The Title IX workshop in the afternoon included a member of our branch as a panelist;  Elizabeth Kristen, who 
works as the Director of the Gender Equity & LGBT Rights Program for the Legal Aid Society-Employment Law 
Center. The main thing that I learned from this workshop is that Title IX is not just about girls equality in sports, 
but also deals with laws governing how sexual harassment and pregnant teens are treated in schools. The 
panel asked us as a branch to go to our local schools and talk to the Title IX officer and ask them questions 
that are in a Title IX Compliance Check List. I am looking for members of our branch who are willing to do that 
at their closest high schools. I have an entire booklet that was prepared for this task. If you are interested in 
helping with this project in your community, please let me know and I will get you the check list and 
instructions. 
 
The afternoon ended with a panel of women from Emerge CA, California Women Lead and Close the Gap CA. 
All these organizations have one goal in mind, to get more women elected to office. Identifying, training and 
inspiring women to run for office are not easy tasks. These organizations trained 300 women by educating 
them to the importance of leadership and the direct and real world impact they can have. These groups focus  
on recruiting and training because women lack confidence.  Teaching them to mentor and support one another 
is a vital component in this quest for more women in office. 

 

    

      Liz 

The PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



 

  

MEMBERSHIP 
 

We now have 150 members of our branch. With the new year starting AAUW National is offering a 
membership deal. Any members who join between now and March will pay only $54.00 until the 
end of this fiscal year. If they come to a meeting with you and decide to join, they will pay $44.00 
until July. 

If you have any members of your family who just graduated from college in the last two years, they 
are eligible for a free National Membership. Contact me and I will have the people in D.C. get you 
the necessary paperwork. 

                                                                                               Liz 

 

 

  

The branch extends its best 
wishes to Leona 
Nichandros for a speedy 
recovery from a broken hip 
she sustained in a fall in 
late December which was 
followed by hip surgery. 
We hope she is out and 
about very soon. 

   

MEMBER NEWS 

 
If you have news about a member who needs 
to be congratulated on a special occasion or 
accomplishment, who needs to be 
encouraged during illness or difficult time, or 
to be reminded we are here for him/her, 
please contact your corresponding secretary 
Barbara Jones at 538.0516 or by email at 
bb_jones@pacbell.net. Let's let our friends 
know we care.  

 
 
Let's let our friends know we care.  
 

AAUW is at the forefront of all women’s issues and is lobbying in Washington for the Fair Pay Act. It 
is a travesty that women are only paid .77 on average of what their male counterparts make. This 
week marks the 6th year since President Obama signed the Lilly Ledbetter act which gives women 
the chance to sue their employer if they find that they are being paid less than their male 
counterpart. Now there is legislation in D.C. which would make it illegal for companies to retaliate 
against their employees if they talk about their salaries. This legislation is also something that Lisa 
Maatz, our lobbyist, is fighting for. 
 
There is another piece of legislation, the Family Act, which would provide paid leave for Americans 
with serious health issues in their families. As champions of the woman’s economic agenda, AAUW 
members promote equal pay for equal work, and affordable child care. 
 
These are two of the compelling reasons why your membership is so valuable to all women. 
 
 



 

 

 

The dinner theater outings were so much fun last year that this year we have four scheduled events 
so people can plan ahead.  

After doing the math, someone pointed out that by buying Chanticleers Flex Pass, we could pay even 
less than the discounted group rates, and by sending checks directly to the theater P.O. Box we can 
avoid the extra $2 charge Vendini adds. This makes the cost for four shows (including the 
musical) $58 for those over 60 and $70 for others. What a bargain!  

In addition, the Flex Pass is good for any one performance of each show, just in case you can't join 
the group on the second Saturday dates below. 

                

Our group will attend the following shows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW GROUP STARTING! Chanticleers-Dinner group for the season.       

 

Death by Design, March 1st 

 

 

 

Death by Design is a wildly 
funny new comedy that's 
exquisitely crafted in the 
style of Noel Coward with 
brilliant comic repartee 
plus the Agatha Christie 
touch: a country estate full 
of mysterious guests all 
with a motive for murder. 

 

Proof, May 24th 

 

 

 

A beautiful play with adult 
themes about the 
bereaved saughter of a 
brilliant mathematician and 
his mysterious legacy. 
Winner of the 2001 
Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
and Tony Award for Best 
Play. Please note: Not 
appropriate for children. 

 

Over the River, August 9th  

 

 

 

A Day in Hollywood, October 25th  

 

 

 

This is an utterly charming and funny play 
about Family, Faith and Food! A 
grandson's loyalty to both sets of 
grandparents is tested when a new job 
offer comes along. This is one of the 
most amusing and touching of all modern 
American comedies.  

 

A Tony Award winning double feature! 
First, a song and tap dance salute to the 
Golden Age of film musicals by ushers in 

Hollywood's famed Graumans' Chinese 
Theater; then, a hilarious Marx Borthers 
farce. "A night of magic." - The New York 

Post 

 



 

 

 

 

Send checks to Chanticleers 
Theatre at 

Chanticleers Theatre 

PO Box 2021  

Castro Valley CA 94546 

Please indicate that you are part of 
the dinner group. 

 

The pre-show dinners will be at Palomares Cafe on 
Lake Chabot Road, just minutes from the theater. In 
addition to excellent food, reasonable prices, and 
good service, the restaurant has agreed to give us 
separate checks, which saves a lot of hassle. One 
week before the date you will need to make 
reservations at 510-733-5852. Please indicate that 
you are part of the theater group. 

These outings are an enjoyable way to have fun and 
make new friends. I hope you can join us. 

Genie Lester 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
 

SOUPER SUPPER 
CASTRO VALLEY FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
18550 REDWOOD ROAD 

 
Date-Friday March 14  
TIME- 6pm to 9p 
Cost- $10  
 
To Benefit Tech Trek Scholarships 
 
Begin looking for your favorite soup and salad and dessert recipes.  
WE NEED EVERYONE TO BRING A FOOD ITEM. 
 
More details to follow at a later date 

 

 



 

Happy Reading…. 

 
The February meeting of the Book Group will be on Monday afternoon, 
February 17, from 2-4 at the home of Barbara Jones, 3595 Oakes 
Drive, Hayward. Ruth Rymer will review Doris Kearns Goodwin’s 
magnificent Team of Rivals. Goodwin’s book on the Abraham Lincoln 
presidency has been on the bestseller lists ever since it was published 
in 2006. All branch members are invited to join an afternoon with good 
friends and a stimulating book review. Guests are always 
welcome.  Refreshments will be served. If you have questions or need 
directions, call Barbara at 538-0516. 
  
 

 
                

                      …Future Reads  

   

rika Robuck’s historical novel  

Call Me Zelda  
for March                    

 
 
 
                

DRAMA READING:   

Queen Mili of Galt is our next play. It is a lovely romantic comedy with a handy supply of humor. It is a 
genuinely witty exploration of unexpected love. I will be out of town so this reading will take place at 
Genie Lester’s home 22516 Charlene Way at 7:00 pm Wednesday February 5th. 

                

BUNCO time is rolling around again--the next game is March 7 at the home of  Olive 
Riley-Steward at 32174 Bernice Way in Hayward, 94544.  Everyone in our branch we 
would love to see at our BUNCO games sometime. 
 
Bonco is coming along every two months to keep the fun going.   
 
As usual, please contact: 
Dee Donaldson at 538-3415 so we can discuss what to bring along with your three 

$1.00 bills.  We like a nice selection of appetizers and desserts. 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Take Mission Blvd. toward Fremont about 1/2 mile, turn LEFT on Blanche, Right on 
Trevor and turn RIGHT at the end. 

E 



 

SCHOLARSHIP INFO 

This year our Scholarship is going to a student at Chabot College. The board decided to award a 
student leader the chance to go to Maryland for the National Conference for College Women Student 
Leaders. Penny Peck created the information flyer and an application which will be distributed on 
campus. This three day weekend event will have wonderful speakers, workshops and an opportunity 
for our awardees to learn more about leadership with the other 500 women in attendance.  

This is a new venture for us, so it will be interesting to hear from our awardees next fall about her 
experience in D.C. We will ask her to come to the Membership event in September. 

If any of you are interested in reading the essays that the applicants write and helping us determine 
the winner, we can use more on the committee. We will be doing this in the month of March. 

Call Liz Bathgate if you are interested. 
                

Tech Trek News, by Judy Harrison 
 

The Tech Trek Committee is hard at work getting the information out to science and math teachers in 
the 9 middle schools in the 4 districts (Castro Valley, Hayward, San Leandro and San Lorenzo) 

covered by the branch.  We will select our 5 campers in 
early April.  
 
Sonoma State still needs dorm moms-see below: (Liz 
and I are going and would love to have company.) 
 
 
A Week at Camp? 
From Rory Keller, Sonoma Camp Co-Director 

 
Is it time for you to go back to camp?  Maybe you've never gone, or maybe it has been 50 years since 
the last time, but in any case we'd like you to consider coming to Tech Trek camp at Sonoma State 
University. 
 
Four additional volunteers are needed as dorm moms, June 22 - 28, 2014.  The camp covers room, 
board, and mileage.  Consider it a vacation that is free!  Will you have fun? Guaranteed.  Will you 

meet other like-minded women who are 
interested in furthering STEM education 
for young women?  You betcha!  Will you 
learn new things?  Absolutely!   
Read more about what is required of a 
dorm mom here:   http://www.aauw-

ca.org/Assets/resources/DormMomPositionDescription.pdf  If you would like more information or want 
to talk about whether this is a good fit for you, or if you just want to apply for one of the openings, 
contact Rory Keller, camp co-director, TechTrek@rorymail.com, or 707 763-2072, and she'll be 
happy to answer any questions. Liz Bathgate and Judy Harrison are going again this year. 
                

http://www.aauw-ca.org/Assets/resources/DormMomPositionDescription.pdf
http://www.aauw-ca.org/Assets/resources/DormMomPositionDescription.pdf
mailto:TechTrek@rorymail.com


 

The next board meeting will be on Monday February 10th at Helen Victor’s home at 6:30. 
                

Do you have an article you would like included in Shareline? Perhaps information about an event, 
FAQs about an AAUW sponsored program or have ideas for the newsletter?  Please submit your 
articles the 15th of the month by sending to Rebecca Bell at Rebecca_AAUW@yahoo.com. 

                

LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS; 
 
 Our branch has the following women who have joined the Legacy Circle: 
Liz Bathgate, Helene Carr, Margaret Hankle, Mary Krieg, Ardeen Russell-Quinn, Linda Slater and 
Helene Victor. All of us have decided that this organization is so important for the equity of women on 
into the future, that we want it to continue after we are gone. 
 There are many ways you can make a planned gift to AAUW, including the new AAUW 
Charitable Gift Annuity or naming AAUW as a beneficiary in your will, trust, insurance policy, or 
individual retirement account. 
 All of us have used different means to accomplish this. We all have been awarded beautiful 
pins that we proudly wear to AAUW events and conventions. 
 I am the Northern California Chair for Legacy Circle and as such have been asked to contact 
members of all the branches in this part of the state to find out who in interested in leaving a legacy 
with AAUW. If you are interested, please contact me and I will get you in touch with Catherine 
Heffernan who is in the Development Department in D.C. 
 
 

What?? Sharks in My Backyard! 
 
 Jennifer Koney, who is a member of our branch and works for HARD overseeing the Hayward 
Shoreline Interpretive Center and Sulphur Creek Nature Center, is an artist. She and a number of 
groups have organized a three day program about the problems we all face if the sea level rises in 
the next 50 years. She is working with a number of groups as you can see by the flyer below. They 
have planned three Saturday events to talk about these sea level rise consequences. 
 The first one is on the flyer and will take place right here in our Castro Valley Library on 
February 22nd at 2pm. The second meeting will be at the San Lorenzo Homeowners Hall on March 
22nd. The last one will be at the Hayward Shoreline Interpretive Center on April 12th. 
 The art work she has painted will be on display at the Shoreline starting January 25th. 
The center is open on weekends so be sure and get down to see her beautiful paintings. 
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